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LET THE 
ADVENTURE 
BEGIN!
Do you remember the “Choose 
Your Own Adventure” books you 
read as a kid? You’d get to the end 
of a chapter and you’d have to make 
a choice, and the story twisted and 
turned based on the choices you made. 
That’s life, right there! 

Do you seek adventure through books and stories? Join our 
Book Group. Have an adventurous palate? We’ve got you 
covered with our Thai Curry and Sushi cooking classes. Maybe 
you’ll try pilates, ballroom dancing or even yoga acupuncture.

We have an abundance of opportunities, from rowdy games of 
euchre to technology tutoring, a new Google Drive class and 
a photography class taught by a professional photographer/
pilot—now that’s adventurous!

WHERE WILL YOU GO?
We’re planning some exciting trips to Italy and Scotland, New 
Orleans, New York City, the Virginia Beach Neptune Festival 
and a little closer to home, a trip to Frankenmuth/Bronners. 
You won’t want to miss our Travel Preview Party on May 6th, 
with a free, themed luncheon, travel giveaways, discounts, 
prizes and more.

Even closer to home, we hope you’ll travel to Richland and 
RACC for Art Hop on July 10th. We’re lining up the music, 
artists and the venues; it’s going to be a great family-friendly 
evening.

WHO NEEDS 
TO GO?
Our annual “Plant Yourself!” gar-
den party fundraiser will be held 
on April 30th at River Street Flow-

erland. Proceeds from the evening 
go to fund our operations, programs, 

and projects.

We’re selling raffl e tickets and you could win 
$500, $300 or $200 just by buying a $10 ticket.

This year, thanks in part to a generous grant from the Irving 
S. Gilmore Foundation, one of our projects is renovating our 
bathrooms. After much deliberation and too much bathroom 
humor, we decided our theme for the fundraiser will be “Give 
to Go!” I know, it made me laugh too. It’s only going to get 
worse!

READY, SET, GO!
I hope you make the choice to have an adventure, no matter 
how big, or how small—and that you’ll connect with your 
friends, your neighbors, and your community. Thanks to all 
of you who have donated time, talent and support to the 
Community Center, what a difference it makes! Here’s to you! 
With a grateful heart and an adventurous spirit, 

Jilisa Williams, Executive Director

Now, let the adventure begin!
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You, our donors, are simply the best. Your time, talent and support make this community such a cool place to live! Because of your generosity, 
the RACC can continue to say, “Yes!” to programs and events that add value to our community and the lives of those we serve.  This last year, 
we were able to bring ART HOP to Richland, enriching the lives of hundreds of community members. Plans are already under way to make 
our July 10th event even better! We couldn’t do what we do without you. 

Thank you to our generous donors!

THANK YOU!

Some donations will have been received after the printing of this publication and will be recognized in our next issue. Please let us 
know of any omissions or errors, and please accept our apologies if we’ve made any mistakes. Thank you!

There’s still time to donate!  Please help us continue to provide innovative programs that connect and 
build community. The RACC relies on donations and receives no government funding. Please invest in this great community re-
source by making a tax-deductible donation at www.richlandareacc.org.  Or mail a check to 9400 E CD Ave., Richland, MI  49083.

THANK YOU!  What a cool community…



ARTISTS SPEAK
We are thrilled to host the work of three local and marvelously talented artists!  Stunning and thought-provoking, the artwork transforms the Center. 
Wander in and take it all in!  All the works are for sale, should you find something that speaks to you, and says, “take me home!” Stop by and 
be prepared to be drawn in to the world of watercolor, poetry and pencil.

MICHIGAN YOGA ASSOCIATION!
We are delighted to host the Michigan Yoga Associa-
tion’s (MYA) 2020 weekend-intensive workshops to 
be held in February, March, and November. The 
Michigan Yoga Association is a network of 
yoga practitioners who have been working 
together for over 40 years to deepen 
their understanding of yoga and to 
promote the practice of this ancient 
art. Our very own, Cathy Tucci, is 
serving her second year as presi-
dent of the MYA.  

To find out more about 
the MYA, go to www.
myaweb.org.  Check 
out Cathy’s new Yoga 
acupuncture classes—
details are in the cen-
ter spread.

Janice Garrett: January-February
Gorgeous, detailed, stunning watercolors that 
range from close-up single-subject to multi-
subjects scenes.  Janice is a gifted artist who 
specializes in botanical pieces and glass.

Michael Dunn: Mid-January-February 
“Accidental Marks” an exhibit of randomly drawn 
pencil and eraser sketches; once finished, Mi-
chael invited several poets to write poems using 
the sketches for inspiration.  Come take a look, 
perhaps you’ll be inspired to write something!

Valli Thayer McDougle: March-April
Vibrant, bold paintings in abstract will grace 
our walls in March, just when we need some 
color.  Valli is a contemporary artist working in 
watercolor, acrylic and mixed media.  Be sure 
to stop in to see her beautiful art for yourself!

JANICE GARRETT MICHAEL DUNN VALLI THAYER MCDOUGLE



FREE TECHNOLOGY TUTORING!  
Bring your Smart Phone/Tablet! 
Mondays, 9:00-11:00 am  
Feb 10 & 24, Mar 9 & 23, Apr 13 & 27, May 11 & 18 
FREE, must register at 629.9430 
Register for a 30-minute session and get personalized instruction. Have questions? We 
have answers! Learn how to use your phone to stay connected with family and friends.  

XIN FROM PACIFIC RIM IS BACK! 
Chef Xin Wang of Pacific Rim will teach you how to make authentic and delicious 
Asian dishes in these two classes! She’ll demonstrate that it’s easier than you 
think.  Chef Xin and her husband own and run Pacific Rim, an Asian restaurant 
and store.  She also teaches culinary classes at the KVCC Culinary School.  
Students raved about Xin’s last class with us.  Don’t miss out! 
   

IT’S TIME FOR THAI! 
Monday, February 10, 6:00-8:00 pm, $45 
Learn how to make Thai Curry Shrimp (or vegetarian fried tofu—your choice!) 
with seasonal greens and Spicy Tamarind Soup with chicken, okra, pineapple, fish 
sauce, chili and other greens.  These are perfect dishes to warm your winter 
table with an Asian flair!  Min 12/ Max 24 
 

SUSHI 101 + MISO SOUP + SUSHI MAT 
Monday, March 9, 5:30-8:00 pm, $60 
Love sushi and want to learn how to create it?  Never tried sushi, but are curious 
about it?  This is the class for you!  Learn how to cut fish for sushi, the wide 
variety of sushi ingredients available and how to assemble a California Roll, 
Salmon Roll, and Nigiri.  You’ll also make miso soup!  Cost includes your own 
sushi mat to take home.  Min 12/ Max 24 

SMART PHONE PHOTOGRAPHY WITH DAVID RANDELL  
Wednesday, February 26, 6:30-8:30 pm, $35 
Are you disappointed with the photos you are getting from your phone?  Do they lack the 
pizazz of other photos you see?  Learn how to control exposure, get better composition, and 
edit and upload pictures to social media. David will show you how to use camera apps to get 
better results. Phone editing applications, sharing images between applications, uploading to 
social media, and sharing with family and friends will also be covered.  This class is for 
individuals who already know how to use their cell phone camera and can access the extra 
modalities; it is not a class for beginners. Min 10/Max 20 

 

CRESCENDO ACADEMY MUSIC TOGETHER® 
Tuesdays, March 10-May 19, 5:30 pm, $185   
FREE DEMO CLASS! March 3, 5:30 pm 
Music Together® is an internationally recognized early childhood music program offering 45 
minutes of pure musical fun for you and your child each week. This is a fun class for kids, 0-5 
years old, to express their creative energy!  This session explores maracas. Register at https://
www.crescendoacademy.com/instruction/music-together.  

trustedreviews.com 

ipiccy.com 



PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:  
Richland Area Community Center 

 9400 E. CD Ave. Richland, MI 49083 
269.629.9430 

             Or pay online at www.richlandareacc.org 

NAME: _______________________________________________________________  

 
ADDRESS:  ____________________________________________________________________ 

 
ZIP: _____________   PHONE:__________________ EMAIL: ____________________________    

 
CLASS: __________________________________   DATE/TIME: _________________________    

A $10 registration fee is withheld from all class refund requests. Registered students who make a refund request up to 7 days prior to the class start date will 
receive a full refund, minus $10 registration fee.  No refunds will be given 6 days before the start date.  Full refunds will be given in the event a class is 
cancelled by RACC.    See www.richlandareacc.org for details. 

All classes require pre-payment. Please pay with check or cash; online at www.richlandareacc.org; or by phone by calling 629-9430. Class size is limited and 
they fill quickly, so please register early. We will notify you only if the class is full or has insufficient enrollment. Use this enrollment form if you’re sending a check. 

FREE! BEGINNER TECHNOLOGY SERIES WITH JEREMY BADINER 
Jeremy is a Google for Education Certified Innovator & Trainer, Apple Education Trainer & Teacher, 
DEN Star & LC, Common Sense Media Ambassador, ClassDojo Mentor, Seesaw Ambassador, as well 
as a self-proclaimed Tech Geek! THIS GUY KNOWS WHAT HE’S TALKING ABOUT, AND HE CAN TEACH 
YOU!  Must bring cell phone, tablet, or laptop to class. Must register at 629.9430. 
 
 Beginning Android Smart Phone Class, Sunday, February 23, 1-3 pm, FREE 
This is a comprehensive, beginners class to teach you how to navigate your android phone.  Class 
will include instruction and practice in: contacts, texting, email, voicemail, photography, file storage 
and retrieval, attaching files/photos to texts, emails, Facebook, etc.  Min 5/Max 20 
 
Beginning iPhone Class, Saturday, February 29, 1-3 pm, FREE 
This is a comprehensive, beginning class to teach you how to navigate your iPhone.  Class will 
include instruction and practice in: contacts, texting, email, voicemail, photography, file storage and 
retrieval, attaching files/photos to texts, emails, Facebook, etc.  Min 5/Max 20 
 
Beginning Google Drive, Sunday, March 15, 1:00-3:00 pm, FREE 
If you have a Google Account, you can create Documents, Spreadsheets, Slideshows, Images, Forms, 
and SO MUCH MORE! In addition, you can store, backup, and share anything you save in your Drive. 
Learn the basics of what Google Drive can do for you! (You must have a Google Account, know your 
username and password. A Laptop or Chromebook is preferred, as phones and tablets are very 
limited and more difficult to navigate.)  Min 5/Max 20 

NEW! YOGA + ACUPUNCTURE WORKSHOP 
WITH CATHY TUCCI AND CAMERON HANDLER 
Intermediate: Saturday, March 14, 10:00 am-Noon, $35 
Gentle: Saturday, April 18, 10:00 am-Noon, $35 
Yoga and Acupuncture: the ultimate relaxation!  Cathy will guide you through a yoga 
practice. Then, enjoy an extended Savasana with acupuncture. Cameron will administer 
four needles to release stress, tension, and boost your immune system. Needle-less 
acupuncture with magnets is available with prior registration. Class size is limited. If 
classes are full, call 629.9430 to be added to a waitlist.  Min 6/Max 12 

JOIN THE FUN—EUCHRE ON WEDNESDAYS! 
Wednesdays, 12:30-:3:30 pm 
Join this fun group!  They play every Wednesday and have a 
blast—we can hear their laughter all the way down the hall!  
They love to meet new players of all ability levels and are great 
fun to be around.  Drop in and see what it’s all about! 



Book Discussion GroupBook Discussion Group

The Book Discussion Group meets the 
third Thursday of each month at 9:30 am. 
Newcomers are welcome and encouraged!
Grandma Gatewood’s Walk 
by Ben Montgomery  ..................... 2/20
The Art of Racing in the Rain  
by Garth Stein  .............................. 3/19
The Kelloggs: The Battling Brothers 
of Battle Creek  
by Howard Markel  ......................... 4/16

YOGA BOOK  YOGA BOOK  
DISCUSSION GROUPDISCUSSION GROUP

Meets the third Monday of the month at 
9:30 am.  Newcomers are welcome!
Man’s Search for Meaning  
by Viktor Frankl .............................. 2/17
We are the Weather  
by Safran Foe  .....................................3/17
The Four Agreements  
by Ruiz  ................................................4/20

Gull Lake Area Rotary ClubGull Lake Area Rotary Club

Vince Carahaly 
Civil Air Patrol ...................................... 1/30
Lance Greer 
Michigan Insurance Laws ...................... 2/6
Teressa Anderson  
Senior Services ................................... 2/20
Bary Gray  
Non-Profit in Haiti .................................. 3/5
Fred Colgren  
Women in the Auto Industry .................. 4/2
Gull Lake Area Rotary Club meets every 
Thursday morning at 7:30 am. Guests are 
welcome. Visit www.gulllakearearotary.org 

RACC Announcements!

COMMUNITY WISHES
Just before the holidays, we asked you what your wishes were for our community and we (and 
you!) received some lovely sentiments. Here are a few:

“My want for the Richland community  
is for us all to treat everyone with 

kindness and respect.” 
 ~ Unsigned

“May everything go as planned” 
 ~ Connie

“Our wish is that everyone across all  
age groups feels healthy, and taken  

care of—access to healthy foods, kind 
people who care and watch out for  

each other and exist within a community 
that focuses on inclusion with kindness.” 

 ~ John, Cathy, Mia and Allie,  
 The Tuccis

“My wish is that we all enjoy a cohesive, 
safe, prosperous, happy place to live. 
That everyone in our community has a 
sense of belonging and that we thrive 

with our relationships with the  
wonderful people of Richland.” 

 ~ Pat Sprague

“My wish for the community is that we 
all feel gratitude for the blessings the 
RACC provides. The RACC is such a 

treasure. Our lives are enriched due to 
the dedication of the generous  

people of Richland.”  
 ~ Sally Grimm

A LOOK BACK AT 2019
What an amazing year we had! Here’s just a few shots from the hundreds of programs we hosted 
this last year; we so enjoyed sharing these moments with you. Here’s to another year, and a new 
decade! Want to see more familiar faces? Visit www.richlandareacc.org.

“PLANT YOURSELF!” YOU COULD WIN BIG!
We’ve added something new to our “Plant Yourself!” fundraiser this year, a raffle! You could 
win $500, $300 or $200 simply by buying a $10 ticket!  We’re selling raffle tickets in advance 
of the event beginning 
in February. Proceeds 
go to fund op-
erating the 
RACC, our 
p r o g r a m s 
and projects. 
Only 1,000 
raffle tickets 
will be sold. 
Don’t  miss 
your chance 
TO WIN BIG!
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GET YOUR FITNESS ON!
Wanting to get healthy?  Come to the 
RACC!  We have a variety of classes 
to help you!  Yoga, Pilates, aerobics, 
Weight Watchers and Overeaters 
Anonymous—it’s easier to reach your 
goals when you have friends working 
alongside you! Come check us out and 
get your fitness on!

RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS Feb. 11 – 17
What will you do? We love to brag 
about good deeds, so please post, 
email pictures of your kind act or stop 
by to tell us the wonderful things you’ve 
done! Email to info@richlandareacc.
org or post on Facebook!

PERENNIAL EXCHANGE
May 2, 9-11 am. Begin the growing 
season with this fun and flora-filled 
Saturday! Bring your perennials to the 
exchange, visit with fellow gardeners, 
enjoy lovely homemade treats and go 
home with new perennials to enhance 
your landscape!  The exchange is at 
9:45 am sharp.  There’s no better way 
to kick-start the growing season!

FARMERS’ MARKET OPENS!
May 13, 3:00-6:00 pm.  The Market 

opens May 13 and will 
run through August 

26. Jen and Bill 
are working hard 
to bring fun, new 
events, new farmers 
and vendors and, of 

course, we’re looking 
forward to our favorites 

returning as well!!

VOLUNTEER FAIR
May 13th.  We’ll be holding a 
Volunteer Fair on the opening day of 
the Farmers Market. If your non-profit 
organization is in search of volunteers 
and would like to participate, please 
call 629-9430 or email us at info@
richlandareacc.org.

ART HOP—AND MUSIC—
AT THE RACC!  
July 10th.  It’s coming 
back!  We have, once 
again, joined forces with the 
Arts Council of Greater Kalamazoo 
to bring more art—and music—to 
Richland!  Thanks to you and the Arts 
Council of Greater Kalamazoo, we will 
host a free summertime live concert 
and host several artists during the 
Richland Art Hop, and it’s FREE!  This is 
an awesome summer opportunity that 
you won’t want to miss!

OLDER BUNCH FOR LUNCH
March 5 – St. Ann Catholic Church 
April 2 – New Hope Church 
May 7 – New Hope Church 
June 4 – New Hope Church 
July 2 – New Hope Church 
August 4 – New Hope Church 
Sept. 3 – Richland Area Community Center 
Oct. 1 – Yorkville Community Church 
Nov. 5 – New Hope Church 
Dec. 10 – Gull Lake Middle School

Noon-1:00 pm, call by Tuesday before

GRAD PARTIES, BRIDAL & BABY SHOWERS  
& MORE
Have you booked your grad party yet? 
We still have some dates available. 
Need space for an event? We’ve 
hosted everything from bridal and 
baby showers to weddings, anniversary 
parties and memorial services.  So call 
to reserve you spot.

FREE BEGINNER IPHONE &  
SMART PHONE CLASSES
See the center spread for more details.

TRAVEL PREVIEW PARTY! Curious about 
our travel program?  Find out more about our 
exciting day and overnight trips at our Travel 
Preview this spring.  We’ll review all of our trips; 
it’s a party! Save the date! Wed. May 6th, 
11:30am - 1pm.

NEW ORLEANS & CAJUN COUNTRY
April 19-28, 2020 -  $1,999 pp. dbl. occ.
THE KENTUCKY DERBY EXPERIENCE
May 13-15, 2020 -  $629 pp. dbl. occ.
NEW YORK CITY
August 31-Sept. 5, 2020 - $1,699 pp. dbl. occ.
FRANKENMEUTH & BRONNERS
Save the Date! Join us for a fun day of all 
things Bavarian and Christmas!  You will love 
the unique gifts and cuisine of this charming 
town bursting with Christmas spirit!  Saturday, 
November 14 (if you’re not going to deer camp, 
this could be a great alternative!) More details 
to come in the April newsletter.

We’re picking our international trips for 2021, 
where would you like go? Let us know!

RACC Announcements!

 
 

 

9170 East D Avenue 
Richland, MI 49083 

www.farleyestesdowdle.com 
269-629-6022 

 
Charlie Johnson, Manager 
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Open Daily 11am-10pm - Dine In – Take Out – Catering
         PureMexicanCuisine

8880 N. 32nd St. – Richland 
203-7270

Weekday Specials
                                                                  •  Burrito Monday                                                               • Taco Tuesday                                                    • Kids Day Wednesday                              Free Kids Meal w/Adult Meal purchase                    •  Nacho Thursday - $2 Off Any Nachos

SPECIAL EVENTS 
CALENDAR

ARTIST EXHIBIT: JANICE GARRETT, WATERCOLORS
JAN-FEB, FREE
ARTIST EXHIBIT: MICHAEL DUNN, PENCIL
JAN-FEB, FREE
YOGA BOOK GROUP
MON, JAN 20, FEB 17, MAR 16, APR 20, 
MAY 18, 9:30-10:30 AM
TECHNOLOGY TUTORING
MON, FEB 10 & 24, MAR 9 & 23, APR 13 & 27, 
MAY 11 & 18, 9-11 AM, FREE
COOKING WITH XIN: IT’S TIME FOR THAI!
MON, FEB 10, 6-8 PM, $45
BEGINNING ANDROID - TECHNOLOGY WITH JEREMY
SUN, FEB 23, 1-3 PM, FREE
MUST REGISTER: 629-9430
SMART PHONE PHOTOGRAPHY WITH DAVID RANDELL 
WED, FEB 26, 6:30-8:30 PM, $35
BEGINNING IPHONE - TECHNOLOGY WITH JEREMY
SAT, FEB 29, 1-3 PM, FREE
MUST REGISTER: 629-9430
COOKING WITH XIN: SUSHI 101 + MISO SOUP
MON, MAR 9 5:30-8 PM, $60
CRESCENDO ACADEMY MUSIC TOGETHER
TUES, MARCH 10-MAY 19 (10 WKS), $185
NEW! YOGA+ACUPUNCTURE WORKSHOP
INTERMEDIATE: SAT, MAR 14, 10 AM-Noon, $35
ARTIST EXHIBIT: VALLI MCDOUGLEP
Mar-April
BEGINNING GOOGLE DRIVE - TECHNOLOGY W. JEREMY
SUN, MAR 15, 1-3 PM, FREE
MUST REGISTER: 629-9430
NEW! YOGA+ACUPUNCTURE WORKSHOP
GENTLE: SAT, APR 18, 10 AM-Noon, $35

“PLANT YOURSELF!”
THUR, APRIL 30, 6-8:30 PM, $45
RIVER ST. FLOWERLAND
LIFE LINE SCREENING
SAT, MAY 2, 8:00 AM-6:00 PM, $
PERENNIAL EXCHANGE
SAT, MAY 2, 9-11 AM, FREE
EXCHANGE AT 9:45 SHARP

ORGANIZATIONS, GROUPS 
AND GATHERINGS 

ASYO MONTHLY
COFFEE HOUR TUES. AND THURS. 9:30-10:30 AM
BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP 3RD THURSDAY 9:30 AM
YOGA BOOK GROUP FEB 17, MAR 16 9:30-10:30 PM
GULL LAKE AREA ROTARY CLUB THURSDAY 7:30-8:30 AM
SENIOR DINING COUPONS TUES AND WEDS 9 AM-5 PM
OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS WEDNESDAY 5:30-6:30 PM
WEIGHT WATCHERS THURSDAY 5-6 PM

CARD GROUPS

BRIDGE MONDAY 12:30-3:30 PM
EUCHRE WEDNESDAY 12:30-3:30 PM
HAND & FOOT WEDNESDAY 1-3:30 PM

DANCE, SPORTS, FITNESS, MUSIC, AND ART

FOOT CLINIC 4TH TUES. BI-MNTH  BY APPT.
MAT PILATES WITH DEIDRE TUES (NONE IN FEB) 9:15-10:15 AM
PING PONG WEDNESDAY 3-5 PM
SENIOR BALLROOM DANCE RETURNS APRIL 26 2-5 PM
SQUARE DANCE RETURNS MARCH 

21, APRIL 18
7-10 PM

SWINGIN’ WITH SUSAN TUES. AND THURS. 10:30-11:30 AM
YOGA-INTERM., SHERRY MONDAY 10:30-11:30 AM
YOGA-GENTLE, CATHY TUES, WED, THURS 10:15-11:15 AM
YOGA-INTERM., CATHY TUES, WED, THUR. 9-10 AM
YOGA-INTERM., KATHLEEN WED (NONE IN FEB) 6-7 PM

Off The RACC is a publication of the 
Richland Area Community Center,  
a registered 501(c)3 nonprofi t 
organization located in Richland, 
Michigan. The newsletter is 
published in January, April and 
September.

Please direct all correspondence to:
Richland Area Community Center
9400 East CD Ave.
Richland, MI 49083
(269) 629-9430

Executive Director
Jilisa Grooters Williams
Board of Directors
Betsi English, President
Jen DeMaagd, Vice President
Susan Chrisman, Treasurer
Ella Segur, Secretary
Trustees
Fred Einspahr
Marie Stech
Andrea Trautman
Hilary Willavize

Richland Area Community Center 
Board Meetings are held on the 
3rd Tues. of every month at 5:30 pm.

Community participation is 
welcomed at RACC board 
meetings.  A written request to 
speak is required at least 24 
hours before the board meeting.  
Individuals are allowed 5 minutes 
to make their presentation.

THE NEWSLETTER FOR 
THE RICHLAND AREA COMMUNITY CENTER

paulgobble.com


